
PREVIOUS DAILY PIRACY OVERVIEW 

Tuesday, 5 February 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

  



One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 4 February 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 



PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sunday, 3 February 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 



that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, 2 February 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 



remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 



 

 

 

Friday, 1 February 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 



recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 31 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 



found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 



 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 30 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 



Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 29 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 



There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 



release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 28 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 



 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 27 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 



Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 



postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, 26 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 



between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, 25 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 



security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 24 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  



Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday, 23 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 



One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 22 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  



Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 21 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 



security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 20 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  



Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, 19 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 



security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 18 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  



Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday, 17 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 



One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 16 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 



PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 



 

 

Tuesday, 15 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 



that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 14 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 



PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 



 

Sunday, 13 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 



One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, 12 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity as of 23 Dec 

2012. They had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two 

years and nine months.  

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can be 



found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of BMP4 

can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded 

that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 



 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 11 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can 

be found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 



Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 10 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 



Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can 

be found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 



info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 9 January 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity as of 23 

Dec 2012. They had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of 

two years and nine months.  

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can 

be found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 



ship to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, 8 Jan 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.   

 

 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity as of 23 

Dec 2012. They had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of 

two years and nine months.  

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can 

be found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 



recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

  

 

Monday, 7 Jan 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

The Pirate Activity Group (PAG) responsible for the attack 5 Jan 13 at position 0300N 05152E 

was disrupted the following day by coordinated NATO and EU assets in the area. 

 

Alert 001/13: A merchant vessel reported an attack by pirates/1 skiff at approximately 1130Z 

(UTC) today (05 Jan 13) at 0300N 05152E. The skiff has a white hull, 6 POB, SP Fired small arms 



and RPG. This vessel managed to evade hijack. 

 

There have been continued reports of approaches and suspicious activity in the Gulf of Oman 

and Gulf of Aden where areas of concern have been posted to our PAG map.  This can be found 

on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ and is updated regularly. 

 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

 

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success.  

However, Masters are requested to take care that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates.  Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximize fishing 

opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets and fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

 

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping continues throughout the entire HRA . Merchant 

vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4.  Prudent and timely implementation of 

all recommended actions and ship hardening measures in BMP4 can make the critical 

difference of being approached, attacked, or pirated. BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. Ships should report to UKMTO as well 

as register with Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA).  CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that Masters should report 

immediately to UKMTO at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should 

avoid unnecessary delay, prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders and ensure information is quickly passed to naval forces and other shipping in the 



area.  

 

Masters should provide as much information as possible about the incident. If Masters are able 

to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide these via email to 

UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or MSCHOA 

at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

  

 

 

Sunday, 6 Jan 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

The Pirate Activity Group (PAG) responsible for the attack yesterday at 

0300N 05152E was disrupted today in a coordination of NATO and EU 

assets in the area. 

Current Situation 

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 



ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 

50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 



Saturday, 5 Jan 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

Alert 001/13: A merchant vessel reported an attack by pirates/1 skiff at 

approximately 1130Z (UTC) today (05 Jan 13) at 0300N 05152E. The 

skiff has a white hull, 6 POB, SP Fired small arms and RPG. This vessel 

managed to evade hijack. 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of approaches and suspicious activity in the Gulf of Oman 

and Gulf of Aden where areas of concern have been posted to our PAG map.  This can be found 

on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ and is updated regularly. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success.  

However, Masters are requested to take care that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates.  Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximize fishing 

opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets and fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping continues throughout the entire HRA . Merchant 

vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4.  Prudent and timely implementation of 

all recommended actions and ship hardening measures in BMP4 can make the critical 

difference of being approached, attacked, or pirated. BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. Ships should report to UKMTO as well 

as register with Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA).  CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that Masters should report 



immediately to UKMTO at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should 

avoid unnecessary delay, prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders and ensure information is quickly passed to naval forces and other shipping in the 

area.  

Masters should provide as much information as possible about the incident. If Masters are able 

to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide these via email to 

UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or MSCHOA 

at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow 

 

Friday, 4 Jan 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no recent updates in the past 24hrs. 

Current Situation 

There have been continued reports of approaches and suspicious activity in the Gulf of Oman 

and Gulf of Aden where areas of concern have been posted to our PAG map.  This can be found 

on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ and is updated regularly. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success.  

However, Masters are requested to take care that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates.  Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximize fishing 

opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets and fishermen may carry small arms. 

 



Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping continues throughout the entire HRA . Merchant 

vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4.  Prudent and timely implementation of 

all recommended actions and ship hardening measures in BMP4 can make the critical 

difference of being approached, attacked, or pirated. BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. Ships should report to UKMTO as well 

as register with Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA).  CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that Masters should report 

immediately to UKMTO at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should 

avoid unnecessary delay, prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders and ensure information is quickly passed to naval forces and other shipping in the 

area.  

Masters should provide as much information as possible about the incident. If Masters are able 

to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide these via email to 

UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or MSCHOA 

at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Thursday, 3 Jan 2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no recent updates in the past 24hrs. 

Current Situation 

 

The area of concern centred on 0218N  04602E has been removed from our Pirate Attack 

Group (PAG) Map.  Following investigation, an incident involving an approach on a vessel by 

two skiffs in this area on 01 Jan has been classified as suspicious activity.   The vessel is safe.  

There have been continued reports of approaches and suspicious activity in the Gulf of Oman 



and Gulf of Aden where areas of concern have been posted to our PAG map.  This can be found 

on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ and is updated regularly. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea states 

remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success.  

However, Masters are requested to take care that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates.  Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximize fishing 

opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets and fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping continues throughout the entire HRA . Merchant 

vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4.  Prudent and timely implementation of 

all recommended actions and ship hardening measures in BMP4 can make the critical 

difference of being approached, attacked, or pirated. BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. Ships should report to UKMTO as well 

as register with Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA).  CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that Masters should report 

immediately to UKMTO at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should 

avoid unnecessary delay, prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders and ensure information is quickly passed to naval forces and other shipping in the 

area.  

Masters should provide as much information as possible about the incident. If Masters are able 

to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide these via email to 

UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or MSCHOA 

at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Wednesday, 2 Jan 2013 



Recent Activity 

An area of concern has been posted to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) 

Map centred on 0218N  04602E.  This follows a report from a 

merchant ship of an incident involving four skiffs at 0218N 04602E 

that occurred at 1130Z.  The vessel is safe and the incident is being 

investigated further. 

 

Current Situation 

At 0535Z 27 Dec 2012, a merchant vessel near the Strait of Hormuz 

(2617N; 05643E) reported sighting two skiffs. First skiff approached to 

within 500 metres; possible weapons sighted. Vessel's armed security 

team fired flares and skiff moved away. Second skiff then approached 

to within 200m. Second skiff reportedly broke away after vessel's 

armed security team fired warning shots. Vessel is safe. 

 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of 

Oman and Gulf of Aden where areas of concern have been posted to 

our PAG Map. This can be found on our website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int which is updated regularly with the 

latest information. 

 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast 

Monsoon season, sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High 

Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, 

as PAGs continue to operate.  

 

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant 

ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will often approach a vessel to probe 

the reactivity of its embarked security team (if present). If they elicit 

no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let 

pirates avoid needless expenditures of ammunition and personal risk 

without a significant probability of success. 

 

 



Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping continues throughout 

the entire HRA . Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the HRA and ensure that Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4.  Prudent and timely 

implementation of all recommended actions and ship hardening 

measures in BMP4 can make the critical difference of being 

approached, attacked, or pirated. BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the HRA. Ships should report to UKMTO as well as register with 

Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA).  CSOs should 

ensure that their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 

recommendation that Masters should report immediately to UKMTO 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should 

avoid unnecessary delay, prevent inaccurate or incomplete 

information from reaching military commanders and ensure 

information is quickly passed to naval forces and other shipping in the 

area.  

 

Masters should provide as much information as possible about the 

incident. If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or MSCHOA at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have 

previously led to the rapid release of a pirated dhow.Tuesday, 1 Jan 

2013 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no recent updates in the past 24hrs. 

Current Situation 

At 0535Z 27 Dec 2012, a merchant vessel near the Strait of Hormuz (2617N; 05643E) reported 

sighting two skiffs. First skiff approached to within 500 metres; possible weapons sighted. 



Vessel's armed security team fired flares and skiff moved away. Second skiff then approached 

to within 200m. Second skiff reportedly broke away after vessel's armed security team fired 

warning shots. Vessel is safe. 

There have been continued reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden. 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity as of 23 

Dec 2012. They had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of 

two years and nine months.  

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. This can 

be found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the Northeast Monsoon season, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate.  

Recently, PAGs have been making “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of its embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may then proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice seems designed to let pirates avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximize fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance  

The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA 

and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4). Prudent and timely application of 

BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 



prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

Monday 31 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no recent updates in the past 24hrs. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 



skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 



Sunday 30 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been recent reports of suspicious activity in the northern 

Arabian Sea off the central coast of Oman. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  



Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Saturday 29 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been recent reports of suspicious activity in the northern 

Arabian Sea off the central coast of Oman. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 



to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 



One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

Friday 28 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been recent reports of suspicious activity in the northern 

Arabian Sea off the central coast of Oman. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 



vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 



+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Thursday 27 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been recent reports of suspicious activity in the northern 

Arabian Sea off the central coast of Oman. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 



related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 



the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Wednesday 26 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24hrs. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

On 21 Dec 12 at 0845Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman (position 2322N, 05926E) was 

approached and chased by 2 skiffs for approximately 1.5 hours.  Vessel then confirmed as 

safe.  

On 20 Dec 12 at 1015Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman was approached by a skiff ( 

reported in position 2449N , 05750E) with possibly armed personnel onboard. The skiff fell 

back and the vessel is reported safe. More to follow as additional information becomes 

available. 

The vessel reported hijacked from Bossaso anchorage on 18 Dec 12 has returned to that 

position. This incident is no longer assessed as being piracy related. See Alert Update for NSC 

028/12. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 



In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 



provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Tuesday 25 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24hrs. 

Current Situation 

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from pirate captivity. They 

had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and 

nine months. The former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are receiving 

food and medical care. 

On 21 Dec 12 at 0845Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman (position 2322N, 05926E) was 

approached and chased by 2 skiffs for approximately 1.5 hours.  Vessel then confirmed as 

safe.  

On 20 Dec 12 at 1015Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman was approached by a skiff ( 

reported in position 2449N , 05750E) with possibly armed personnel onboard. The skiff fell 

back and the vessel is reported safe. More to follow as additional information becomes 

available. 

The vessel reported hijacked from Bossaso anchorage on 18 Dec 12 has returned to that 

position. This incident is no longer assessed as being piracy related. See Alert Update for NSC 

028/12. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 



The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Monday 24 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

All 22 hostages from the MV Iceberg 1 have now been released from 

pirate captivity. They had been held since the Iceberg 1 was pirated 

on 29 March 2010, a period of two years and nine months. The 

former hostages are now recovering from their ordeal and are 

receiving food and medical care. 

Current Situation 

On 21 Dec 12 at 0845Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman (position 2322N, 05926E) was 

approached and chased by 2 skiffs for approximately 1.5 hours.  Vessel then confirmed as 

safe.  

On 20 Dec 12 at 1015Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman was approached by a skiff ( 

reported in position 2449N , 05750E) with possibly armed personnel onboard. The skiff fell 

back and the vessel is reported safe. More to follow as additional information becomes 

available. 

The vessel reported hijacked from Bossaso anchorage on 18 Dec 12 has returned to that 

position. This incident is no longer assessed as being piracy related. See Alert Update for NSC 

028/12. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 



The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Sunday 23 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 21 Dec 12 at 0845Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman (position 2322N, 05926E) was 

approached and chased by 2 skiffs for approximately 1.5 hours.  Vessel then confirmed as 

safe.  

On 20 Dec 12 at 1015Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman was approached by a skiff ( 

reported in position 2449N , 05750E) with possibly armed personnel onboard. The skiff fell 

back and the vessel is reported safe. More to follow as additional information becomes 

available. 

The vessel reported hijacked from Bossaso anchorage on 18 Dec 12 has returned to that 

position. This incident is no longer assessed as being piracy related. See Alert Update for NSC 

028/12. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 



The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Saturday 22 December 2012 

 

Recent Activity  

On 21 Dec 12 at 0845Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman 

(position 2322N, 05926E) was approached and chased by 2 skiffs for 

approximately 1.5 hours.  Vessel then confirmed as safe.  

 

Current Situation 

On 20 Dec 12 at 1015Z a vessel transiting in the Gulf of Oman was approached by a skiff ( 

reported in position 2449N , 05750E) with possibly armed personnel onboard. The skiff fell 

back and the vessel is reported safe. More to follow as additional information becomes 

available. 

The vessel reported hijacked from Bossaso anchorage on 18 Dec 12 has returned to that 

position. This incident is no longer assessed as being piracy related. See Alert Update for NSC 

028/12. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 



occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 



ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

 

Last updated: Friday 21 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

At 1649Z, 18 December 2012, suspicious activity was reported regarding the possible 

hijacking of a vessel in the Bossaso anchorage. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 



related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 



the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

Last updated: Thursday 20 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

At 1649Z, 18 December 2012, suspicious activity was reported regarding the possible 

hijacking of a vessel in the Bossaso anchorage. 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 



present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 



Last updated: Wednesday 19 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

- At 1649Z, 18 December 2012, suspicious activity was reported 

regarding the possible hijacking of a vessel in the Bossaso anchorage.  

Current Situation 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 



outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Tuesday 18 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

No significant changes in the past 24 hours 

Current Situation 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and is 

now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached by 



a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. The 

skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The vessel's 

armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now safe. This 

may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents occurred in 

the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas of 

concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is in 

the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated a 

possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 



prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

 

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

Last updated: Monday 17 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

No significant changes in the past 24 hours 

Current Situation 

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and 

is now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached 

by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. 

The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The 

vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now 

safe. This may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents 

occurred in the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas 

of concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is 

in the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated 

a possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

 



throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx  

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 16 December 2012 



Recent Activity  

A merchant vessel was attacked by pirates in the Gulf of Oman (GOO), 2435N 05734E, at 1540 

hrs UTC on 15 Dec. All crew were able to take refuge in vessel's citadel. Pirates were not able 

to penetrate the citadel and did not remain on board. This vessel avoided being hijacked and is 

now safe. This Pirate Action Group (PAG) is assumed to still be in the area. 

Current Situation 

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the GOO (2409N 05904E), a merchant vessel was approached by 

a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from a mother dhow. The 

skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were reported. The vessel's 

armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The vessel is now safe. This 

may have been the same PAG as the recent incident above, as both these incidents occurred in 

the same area on the same day. 

In addition to the incidents above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas of 

concern on our PAG map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is in 

the northern Arabian Sea just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated a 

possible increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be 

related to the two incidents above as they are all in the northern Arabian Sea/GOO. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

PAGs continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have also made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless 

expenditures of ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 



merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Saturday 15 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

On 15 Dec at 0420 hrs UTC, in the northern Arabian Sea (2409N 05904E) a merchant vessel 

was approached by a white skiff with 5-6 persons on board. The skiff had been launched from 

a mother dhow. The skiff came within 0.2 nm of the vessel and ladders and weapons were 

reported. The vessel's armed security team fired warning shots and the skiff moved away. The 

vessel is now safe. 

 

Current Situation 

In addition to the incident above, the NATO Shipping Centre has identified two other areas of 

concern on our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali 

Coast. The other is just off the central coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated a possible 

increase in pirate activity in these two areas. This second area of concern may be related to 

most recent incident above as they are both in the northern Arabian sea. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may continue to operate in the area.  

 



 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will 

often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if present). If 

they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a 

second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless expenditures of 

ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Friday 14 December 2012 



Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours 

 

Current Situation 

The NATO Shipping Centre has identified two areas of concern on our Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is just off the central 

coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated a possible increase in pirate activity in these two 

areas. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will 

often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if present). If 

they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a 

second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless expenditures of 

ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 



+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

Date: Thursday 13 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

The NATO Shipping Centre has identified two areas of concern on our Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) map. One is in the Indian Ocean, far off the Somali Coast. The other is just off the central 

coastal area of Oman. Reports have indicated a possible increase in pirate activity in these two 

areas. 

 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may continue to operate in the area.  

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will 

often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if present). If 

they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a 

second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless expenditures of 

ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 



merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Wednesday 12 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may continue to operate in the area.  

 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will 

often approach a vessel to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if present). If 

they elicit no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a 

second skiff. This practice would seem to allow pirates to avoid needless expenditures of 

ammunition and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 



ship to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

 

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Tuesday 11 December 2012  

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 



Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will 

often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a 

second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless expenditure 

of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

  



Last updated: Monday 10 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching 

Northeast monsoon, sea states remain conducive to piracy 

operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships 

transiting the HRA. A skiff will often approach a vessel in order to 

probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if present). If no 

response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical 

as they would avoid needless expenditure of resources (ammunition) 

and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), 

the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of 

India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off 

India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-

hull boats which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew 

members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry 

small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This 

can be found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the 

entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely 

application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 



highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security plans 

reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. 

This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to 

UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used 

by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. Pictures supplied 

from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Sunday, 09 December 2012  

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 



A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Saturday 08 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff will 

often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by a 

second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless expenditure 

of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Friday 07 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Thursday 06 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, 

sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to 

remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

 



Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A 

skiff will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security 

team (if present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would 

avoid needless expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a 

significant probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull 

boats which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; 

fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management 

Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat 

of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that 

BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the 

HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching 

military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone 

at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This 

will ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


to the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Wednesday 05 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On the 28th of November a PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two skiffs with ladders 

was sighted in position 0640N 05905E. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, 

sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain 

vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are 

in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team 

(if present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes 

accompanied by a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid 

needless expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant 

probability of success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats 

which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested 

to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen 



may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 

4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching 

military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone 

at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This 

will ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led 

to the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Tuesday 04 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


On the 28th of November a PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two skiffs with ladders was 

sighted in position 0640N 05905E. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Monday 03 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On the 28th of November a PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two skiffs with ladders was 

sighted in position 0640N 05905E. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Sunday 02 December 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On the 28th of November a PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two skiffs with ladders was 

sighted in position 0640N 05905E. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

 



will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Saturday 01 December 2012 

Recent Activity  
 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On the 28th of November a PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two skiffs with ladders was 

sighted in position 0640N 05905E. 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Friday 30 November 2012 

Recent Activity  

The update to Alert 049/12, dated 29/11/2012 10:35 has been 

cancelled. Please disregard this post. 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On the 29th of November at 0700 UTC a possible PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two 

skiffs was sighted south of Masirah Island.  

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

 



success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Thursday 29 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

1 - At 0700 UTC a possible PAG (Pirate Attack Group) comprising two 

skiffs was sighted south of Masirah Island.  
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2 - At 1030 UTC a possible mothership (identified as a whaler) was 

observed in position 0628N 05909E. (see update to Alert 049/12) 

Current Situation 

Despite deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Recently, PAGs have made “soft-approaches” on merchant ships transiting the HRA. A skiff 

will often approach a vessel in order to probe the reactivity of an embarked security team (if 

present). If no response, the pirates may proceed with an attack, sometimes accompanied by 

a second skiff. This practice is likely more economical as they would avoid needless 

expenditure of resources (ammunition) and personal risk without a significant probability of 

success. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Wednesday 28 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Following Alert 048/12, a skiff was intercepted in the vicinity of 0210N 05241E. Nine 

suspected pirates were apprehended and the skiff destroyed. It is no longer assessed that 

there is a possible PAG in this area. 

Despite a deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, 

sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain 

vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

 



website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Monday 26 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Following Alert 048/12, a skiff was intercepted in the vicinity of 0210N 05241E. Nine 

suspected pirates were apprehended and the skiff destroyed. It is no longer assessed that 

there is a possible PAG in this area. 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


Despite a deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, 

sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain 

vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are 

in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats 

which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; 

fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 

4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching 

military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone 

at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This 

will ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led 

to the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


Last updated: Sunday 25 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Following Alert 048/12, a skiff was intercepted in the vicinity of 0210N 05241E. Nine 

suspected pirates were apprehended and the skiff destroyed. It is no longer assessed that 

there is a possible PAG in this area. 

Despite a deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, 

sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain 

vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Saturday 24 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 

hours. 

Current Situation 

Following Alert 048/12, a skiff was intercepted in the vicinity of 0210N 

05241E. Nine suspected pirates were apprehended and the skiff destroyed. 

It is no longer assessed that there is a possible PAG in this area. 

Despite a deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching 

Northeast monsoon, sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk 

Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing 

opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which 

typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 



We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be 

found on our website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always 

present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in 

BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that 

BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary 

point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. 

CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


Last updated: Friday 23 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Following Alert 048/12, a skiff was intercepted in the vicinity of 0210N 05241E. Nine suspected 

pirates were apprehended and the skiff destroyed. It is no longer assessed that there is a possible 

PAG in this area. 

Despite a deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, sea 

states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order 

to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors and 

carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to ensure 

all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and 

timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed 

when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 

23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 

50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please provide 

these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat 

piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

Last updated: Thursday 22 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

Following Alert 048/12, a skiff was intercepted in the vicinity of 0210N 05241E. Nine 

suspected pirates were apprehended and the skiff destroyed. It is no longer assessed that 

there is a possible PAG in this area. 

Current Situation 

Despite a deterioration in conditions associated with the approaching Northeast monsoon, 

sea states remain conducive to piracy operations. Merchant vessels are advised to remain 

vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. This can be found on our 

website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Tuesday 20 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

 

At 1030UTC 20 Nov 12 a Pirate Attack Group consisting of one skiff 

with a ladder and two outboard engines was sighted in position 

0210N 05241E.  

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern, it is available on the 

NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Current Situation 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 
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ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Monday 19 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

The NATO Shipping Centre has identified an area of concern north of 

Bosasso on our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. Reports have 

indicated a possible increase in pirate activity in this area. 

The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Current Situation 
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We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Sunday 18 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

The NATO Shipping Centre has identified an area of concern north of 

Bosasso on our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. Reports have 

 



indicated a possible increase in pirate activity in this area. 

The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Current Situation 

 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Saturday 17 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

The NATO Shipping Centre has identified an area of concern north of 

Bosasso on our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. Reports have 

indicated a possible increase in pirate activity in this area. 

The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Current Situation 

 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 
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security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Friday 16 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

The NATO Shipping Centre has identified an area of concern north of 

Bosasso on our Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map. Reports have 

indicated a possible increase in pirate activity in this area. 

The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Current Situation 

 

We will continue to post any areas of concern to our PAG map. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb 

(BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they 

distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are advised to 
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ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of contact 

for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at 

+971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and 

prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from an attack on a merchant vessel have previously led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Thursday 15 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. 

The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the 

South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard 

fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

 



using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats 

which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 

crew members. Masters are requested to ensure 

that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of the 

HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant shipping 

is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self 

Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely 

application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. 

Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. 

CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security plans 

reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO 

should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the 

event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 



(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

 

Daily Piracy Update 

Last updated: Wednesday 14 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures 

are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in 

the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG 

map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red 

Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west 

coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing 

nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to 

Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating 

throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self 

Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 



Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is 

the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should 

be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy 

activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately 

to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information 

will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Tuesday 13 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 



http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard 

fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats 

which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 

crew members. Masters are requested to ensure 

that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 



about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 12 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard 

fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats 

which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 

crew members. Masters are requested to ensure 

that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 



Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 



 

Date: Sunday 11 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long 

lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which 

typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew 

members. Masters are requested to ensure that 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 



recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 10 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 



map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long 

lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which 

typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew 

members. Masters are requested to ensure that 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 



immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday 6 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long 

lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which 

typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew 

members. Masters are requested to ensure that 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and 



potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 



of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 5 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate 

Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing 

vessels may approach a merchant ship to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long 

lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which 

typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew 

members. Masters are requested to ensure that 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 



recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 4 November 2012 

 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs 

may be operating in the area  



Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( 

BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. 

Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or 

single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may 

carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 



commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 3 November 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation  

 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs 

may be operating in the area  

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( 

BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. 

Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 



carried out using long lines by mechanized or 

single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may 

carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 

the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 



the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday, 2 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation  

 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs 

may be operating in the area  

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( 

BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. 

Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or 

single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may 

carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) 

when navigating throughout the entire region of 



the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all 

necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 

23215, providing as much information as possible 

about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to 

help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent 

attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid release 

of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday, 1 November 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours. 



Current Situation  

 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures 

are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area  

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG 

map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red 

Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing 

nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to 

Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating 

throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire 

HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self 

Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is 

the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should 

be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy 

activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately 



to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information 

will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Wednesday, 31 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are 

in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area  

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map 

is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea 

(SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west 

coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing 

nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the 

entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are 



implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely 

application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 

highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is 

the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. 

This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to 

UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will 

be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. Pictures 

supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday, 30 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area  

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the 

NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-

Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 



approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard 

fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or 

single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. 

Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management 

Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat 

of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and 

Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that 

BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the 

HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching 

military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone 

at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This 

will ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 



Date: Monday 29 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes 

in the past 24 hours.  

Current Situation  

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Disruption 24 Oct Somali Coast  

2. Suspicious 

Activity 

22 Oct 24 58N 060 

17E 

3. Suspicious 

Activity 

22 Oct 100nm east of 

Masirah, 

Oman 

1. On 24 Oct a Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) 

was disrupted along the Somali coast. 

2. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported 

suspicious activity at position 24 58N 060 17E.  

3. On 22 Oct a suspicious grey coloured dhow with 

blue lines was reported approximately 100nm east 

of Masirah, Oman. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure 

that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs 

may be operating in the area 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG 

map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 



A large number of fishing vessels also operate in 

the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( 

BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. 

Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out using long lines by mechanized or 

single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen 

may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued 

adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout 

the entire HRA and Masters are advised to ensure 

all necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent 

and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or 

pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is 

that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for 

merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 

in the event of any piracy activity. This should 

avoid unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report 

immediately to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 

55 23215, providing as much information as 



possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the 

area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of 

the suspicious activity safely, please provide these 

via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or 

the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to help combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a 

recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Last updated: Sunday 28 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 

24 hours.  

Current Situation  

 

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Disruption 24 Oct Somali Coast  

2. Suspicious 

Activity 

22 Oct 24 58N 060 17E 

3. Suspicious 

Activity 

22 Oct 100nm east of 

Masirah, Oman 

1. On 24 Oct a Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted 

along the Somali coast. 

2. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity 



at position 24 58N 060 17E.  

3. On 22 Oct a suspicious grey coloured dhow with blue lines was 

reported approximately 100nm east of Masirah, Oman. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures 

are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG 

map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red 

Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant 

ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard 

fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long 

lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have 

outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are 

requested to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels 

and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to 

Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating 

throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the 

entire HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self 

Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in 

BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the 

difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. 

Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is 

the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ 

security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO 

should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any 

piracy activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately 

to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity safely, please provide these via email to 

UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information 

will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led 

to the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Saturday 27 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no signifiant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Disruption 24 Oct Somali Coast  

2. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 24 58N 060 17E 

3. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 100nm east of 

Masirah, Oman 

4. NSC Alert 026 / 

2012 (Attack) 

20 Oct 08 52N 050 28E 

5. Disruption 19 Oct 13 47N 042 26E 

 

1. On 24 Oct a Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted 

along the Somali coast. 

2. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity 

at position 24 58N 060 17E.  

3. On 22 Oct a suspicious grey coloured dhow with blue lines was 



reported approximately 100nm east of Masirah, Oman. 

4. An attack on 20th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 

60Nm NE of Eyl approximately 2Nm off the Somali Coast (0852N 

05028E). The associated PAG is still believed to active. 

5. On 19 October an attack on a merchant vessel was disrupted at 

position 13 47N 042 26E. PAG may still be active in this area.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures 

are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG 

map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red 

Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing 

nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to 

Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating 

throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the 

entire HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self 

Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is 

the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should 

be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy 



activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately 

to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information 

will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 26 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no signifiant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Disruption 24 Oct Somali Coast  

2. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 24 58N 060 17E 

3. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 100nm east of 

Masirah, Oman 

4. NSC Alert 026 / 

2012 (Attack) 

20 Oct 08 52N 050 28E 

5. Disruption 19 Oct 13 47N 042 26E 

 

1. On 24 Oct a Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted 

along the Somali coast. 

2. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity 



at position 24 58N 060 17E.  

3. On 22 Oct a suspicious grey coloured dhow with blue lines was 

reported approximately 100nm east of Masirah, Oman. 

4. An attack on 20th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 

60Nm NE of Eyl approximately 2Nm off the Somali Coast (0852N 

05028E). The associated PAG is still believed to active. 

5. On 19 October an attack on a merchant vessel was disrupted at 

position 13 47N 042 26E. PAG may still be active in this area.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures 

are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG 

map is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red 

Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship 

in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing 

nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to 

Best Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating 

throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the 

entire HRA and Masters are advised to ensure all necessary Self 

Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be 

reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining best 

possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is 

the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 



plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should 

be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy 

activity. This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent 

inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately 

to UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information 

will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to 

the rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Thursday 25 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

On 24 Oct a Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted along 

the Somali coast.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are 

in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Current Situation 

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 24 58N 060 17E 

2. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 100nm east of 

Masirah, Oman 

3. NSC Alert 026 / 

2012 (Attack) 

20 Oct 08 52N 050 28E 



4. Disruption 19 Oct 13 47N 042 26E 

1. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity at 

position 24 58N 060 17E.  

2. On 22 Oct a suspicious grey coloured dhow with blue lines was 

reported approximately 100nm east of Masirah, Oman. 

3 An attack on 20th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 

60Nm NE of Eyl approximately 2Nm off the Somali Coast (0852N 

05028E). The associated PAG is still believed to active. 

4. On 19 October an attack on a merchant vessel was disrupted at 

position 13 47N 042 26E. This PAG may still be active in this area.  

 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map 

is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea 

(SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west 

coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the 

entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely 

application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 

highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 



incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. 

This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to 

UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will 

be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. Pictures 

supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Wednesday 24 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes within the 

past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 24 58N 060 17E 

2. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 100nm east of 

Masirah, Oman 

3. NSC Alert 026 / 

2012 (Attack) 

20 Oct 08 52N 050 28E 



4. Disruption 19 Oct 13 47N 042 26E 

 

1. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity at 

position 24 58N 060 17E.  

2. On 22 Oct a suspicious grey coloured dhow with blue lines was 

reported approximately 100nm east of Masirah, Oman. 

3. 2. An attack on 20th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 

60Nm NE of Eyl approximately 2Nm off the Somali Coast (0852N 

05028E). The associated PAG is still believed to active. 

4. 3. On 19 October an attack on a merchant vessel was disrupted at 

position 13 47N 042 26E. This PAG may still be active in this area.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the 

High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are 

in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the 

area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map 

is available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea 

(SRS), the Bab-Al-Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west 

coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by 

mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard 

motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the 

entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against merchant 

shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are 

implemented as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely 

application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 



highly recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when 

transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that their ships’ security 

plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. 

This should avoid unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or 

incomplete information from reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to 

UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure 

information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious 

activity safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at 

ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of 

Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will 

be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. Pictures 

supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Tuesday 23 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes within the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Summary 

Event Date Position 

1. Suspicious Activity 22 Oct 24 58N 060 17E 

2. NSC Alert 026 / 2012 20 Oct 08 52N 050 28E 



(Attack) 

3. Disruption 19 Oct 13 47N 042 26E 

1. On 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity at position 24 58N 060 

17E.  

2. An attack on 20th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 60Nm NE of Eyl 

approximately 2Nm off the Somali Coast (0852N 05028E). The associated PAG is still 

believed to active. 

3. On 19 October an attack on a merchant vessel was disrupted at position 13 47N 042 26E. 

This PAG may still be active in this area.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-

Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats 

which typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested 

to ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen 

may carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 

4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 



+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Monday 22 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

At 0553Z on 22 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported suspicious activity at position 24 58N 

060 17E.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int 

Current Situation 

An attack on 20th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 60Nm NE of Eyl approximately 

2Nm off the Somali Coast (0852N 05028E). The associated PAG is still believed to active. 

On 19 October an attack on a merchant vessel was disrupted at position 13 47N 042 26E. 

This PAG may still be active in this area.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the South Red Sea (SRS), the Bab-Al-

Mandeb ( BAM) and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which 

typically have outboard motors and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to 

ensure that they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may 

carry small arms. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 21 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

The attack on the 19th Oct, designated NSC Alert 026/12, occurred 60Nm NE of Eyl 

approximately 2Nm off the Somali Coast(0852N 05028E). The associated PAG is still believed 

to active. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance  



Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 20 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

In the last 24 hours there has been one attack and one disruption. 

The attack, designated NSC Alert 026/12 occured 60Nm NE of Eyl approximately 2Nm off the 

Somali Coast(0852N 05028E). This incident was originally reported as a Hijack however it has 

now been confirmed that the vessel is safe. 

Also a PAG was disrupted in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) in position 1347N 04226E. It is 

reported to be disrupted temporarily however this PAG still presents a real threat. 

Current Situation 

The two incidents reported above provide proof that piracy activity is on the increase.  

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 



Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 19 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There are continued reports of suspicious activity in the HRA, although there have been no 



confirmed piracy related incidents during the past seven days. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is over, small boats such as skiffs are now able to operate 

in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA have become more 

favourable for Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 



release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 18 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

There are continued reports of suspicious activity in the HRA, although there have been no 

confirmed piracy related incidents during the past seven days. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is over, small boats such as skiffs are now able to operate 

in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA have become more 

favourable for Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Wednesday 17 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

There are continued reports of suspicious activity in the HRA, although there have been no 

confirmed piracy related incidents during the past seven days. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is over, small boats such as skiffs are now able to operate 

in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA have become more 

favourable for Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Any areas of concern will be posted to our PAG map. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 



in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday 16 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

The pirated vessel Free Goddess was recently released on 11 October 2012.  

On 10 October 2012, there was one attack on a fishing vessel by a single skiff 360 nm 

southeast of Mogadishu in position 0026N-05039E (Alert 047/12). The fishing vessel is safe 

and the skiff responsible for this attack has since been disrupted. On 9 October 2012, a 

merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff with 7-8 persons aboard 

at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is also now safe and the skiff that 

attempted this approach was also disrupted. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 



Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 15 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 10 October 2012, there was one attack on a fishing vessel by a single skiff 360 nm 

southeast of Mogadishu in position 0026N-05039E (Alert 047/12). The fishing vessel is safe 



and the skiff responsible for this attack has since been disrupted. On 9 October 2012, a 

merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff with 7-8 persons aboard 

at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is also now safe. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 



combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 14 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 10 October 2012, there was one attack on a fishing vessel by a single skiff 360 nm 

southeast of Mogadishu in position 0026N-05039E (Alert 047/12). The fishing vessel is safe 

and the skiff responsible for this attack has since been disrupted. On 9 October 2012, a 

merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff with 7-8 persons aboard 

at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is also now safe. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 



telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 13 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 10 October 2012, there was one attack on a fishing vessel by a single skiff 360 nm 

southeast of Mogadishu in position 0026N-05039E (Alert 047/12). The fishing vessel is safe 

and the skiff responsible for this attack has since been disrupted. On 9 October 2012, a 

merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff with 7-8 persons aboard 

at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is also now safe. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 



Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 12 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 10 October 2012, there was one attack on a fishing vessel by a single skiff 360 nm 

southeast of Mogadishu in position 0026N-05039E (Alert 047/12). The fishing vessel is safe 

and the skiff responsible for this attack has since been disrupted. On 9 October 2012, a 

merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff with 7-8 persons aboard 

at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is also now safe. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 



Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 11 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

On 10 October 2012, there was one attack on a fishing vessel by a single skiff 360 nm 

southeast of Mogadishu in position 0026N-05039E (Alert 047/12). The fishing vessel is safe 



and the skiff responsible for this attack has since been disrupted.  

Current Situation 

On 9 October 2012, a merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff 

with 7-8 persons aboard at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is also now 

safe. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 



provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Wednesday 10 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

On 9 October 2012, a merchant vessel reported an approach by one white-coloured skiff 

with 7-8 persons aboard at position 1318N-05717E (NSC 025/2012). This vessel is now safe. 

Current Situation 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 



commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday 09 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

At 0424 UTC on 09 Oct 2012 a merchant vessel reported an approach by 1 white coloured 

skiff with 7-8 persons aboard at position 13 18N 057 17E. At 0732 UTC there was a further 

report of a skiff at 13 14N 057 20N with 6 persons and a ladder aboard. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self 

Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) are likely operating in the 

area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

Current Situation 

On early morning 04 Oct a possible Dhow PAG was reported at position 11 05N 051 30E. 

Masters are reminded to remain vigilant while transiting the area and to ensure that Self 

Protection Measures are in place. 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the High Risk Area (HRA) 

continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 



Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 08 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.  

 

 

Current Situation 

On early morning 04 Oct a possible Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was reported at 

position 11 05N 051 30E. Masters are reminded to remain vigilant while transiting the area 

and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the High Risk Area (HRA) 

continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self 



Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 07 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.  

 



Current Situation 

On early morning 04 Oct a possible Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was reported at 

position 11 05N 051 30E. Masters are reminded to remain vigilant while transiting the area 

and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the High Risk Area (HRA) 

continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self 

Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 



provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Saturday 06 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.  

 

 

Current Situation 

On early morning 04 Oct a possible Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was reported at 

position 11 05N 051 30E. Masters are reminded to remain vigilant while transiting the area 

and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the High Risk Area (HRA) 

continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self 

Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 



in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 05 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.  

 

 

Current Situation 

On early morning 04 Oct a possible Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was reported at 

position 11 05N 051 30E. Masters are reminded to remain vigilant while transiting the area 

and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the High Risk Area (HRA) 

continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the HRA and ensure that Self 

Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 



Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Thursday 04 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

A possible Dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) has been reported at position 11 05N 051 30E. 

Masters are reminded to remain vigilant while transiting the area and to ensure that Best 

Management Practices (BMP) are in place. 



 

Current Situation 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 



postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: Wednesday 03 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 



unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday 02 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate. 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 



in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 01 October 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and 

ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be 

operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 



fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 30 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

The report of a piracy attack in the Arabian Sea on 24 Sept, approximately 110 nm SE of the 

Omani port of Salalah, was not confirmed. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, 

as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is now ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 



operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 29 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 



The report of a piracy attack in the Arabian Sea on 24 Sept, approximately 110 nm SE of the 

Omani port of Salalah, was not confirmed. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, 

as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is now ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 



release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 28 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

The report of a piracy attack in the Arabian Sea on 24 Sept, approximately 110 nm SE of the 

Omani port of Salalah, was not confirmed. Merchant vessels are advised to remain vigilant 

throughout the High Risk Area (HRA) and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, 

as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating in the area. 

Please see the PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO 

Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is now ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed areas, as well as coastal areas such as the South Red Sea (SRS), the 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Sea conditions in the HRA continue to 

become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 



+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 27 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

The report on 24 Sep 2012 of a piracy attack in the Arabian Sea, approximately 110 nm SE of 

the Omani port of Salalah, was not confirmed. There have been previous reports of 

suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea (SRS) and the Bab-al-

Mandeb (BAM) area. Regardless of whether pirate activity can be verified, merchant vessels 

are still advised to be vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating. 

Please see the Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is 

available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is now ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed and coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 



maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Wednesday 26 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

The report on 24 Sep 2012 of a piracy attack in the Arabian Sea, approximately 110 nm SE of 

the Omani port of Salalah has not been confirmed. There have been previous reports of 

suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea (SRS) and the Bab-al-

Mandeb (BAM) area. Regardless of whether pirate activity can be verified, merchant vessels 

are still advised to be vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection 

Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating. 

Please see the Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is 

available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season is now ending, small boats such as skiffs are now able to 

operate in more exposed and coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 



fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday 25 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

Omani authorities have reported that, at approximately 1300Z on 24 Sep 2012, an Omani 

dhow was fired upon by a single skiff around 110 nm SE of the Omani port of Salalah. The 

dhow is now safe. 

Please see the Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is 

available on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int 

Current Situation 

In addition to this latest incident in the Arabian Sea, there have also been previous reports of 

suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea (SRS) and the Bab-al-

Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be especially vigilant throughout these 

areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as PAGs may be operating. 



As the Southwest Monsoon season transitions, small boats such as skiffs are able to operate 

in less exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions in the High 

Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 24 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 



There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season begins to transition, small boats such as skiffs are able to 

operate in less exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 



release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Sunday 23 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season begins to transition, small boats such as skiffs are able to 

operate in less exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 



ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 22 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season begins to transition, small boats such as skiffs are able to 

operate in less exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 



contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 21 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season begins to transition, small boats such as skiffs are able to 

operate in less exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 



Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 20 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

As the Southwest Monsoon season begins to transition, small boats such as skiffs are able to 

operate in less exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, GOA or the BAM. Sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to become more favourable for PAGs to operate.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 



west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Wednesday 19 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 



Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Tuesday 18 September 2012 

Recent Activity 



There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 



provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Monday 17 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 



telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Sunday 16 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant throughout these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place, as Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 



against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Saturday 15 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant in all these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 



fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 14 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant in all these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 



Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 13 September 2012 

Recent Activity 



There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant in all these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  



If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Wednesday 12 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant in all these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 



contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Tuesday 11 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant in all these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 



Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: Monday 10 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been reports of suspicious activity in the Gulf of Aden (GOA), the South Red Sea 

(SRS) and north of the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be 

especially vigilant in all these areas and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) may be operating. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 



GOA or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: Sunday 9 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Suspicious activity continues to be reported in the South Red Sea (SRS) and north of the Bab-

al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be especially vigilant in this area 



and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as a possible Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) may be expanding and/or shifting its presence. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 



Date: Saturday 8 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Suspicious activity continues to be reported in the South Red Sea (SRS) and north of the Bab-

al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be especially vigilant in this area 

and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as a possible Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) may be expanding and/or shifting its presence. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 



ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 7 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Suspicious activity continues to be reported in the South Red Sea (SRS) and north of the Bab-

al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be especially vigilant in this area 

and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as a possible Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) may be expanding and/or shifting its presence. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 



contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 6 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

Suspicious activity continues to be reported in the South Red Sea (SRS) and north of the Bab-

al-Mandeb (BAM) area. Merchant vessels are advised to be especially vigilant in this area 

and ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place, as a possible Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) may be expanding and/or shifting its presence. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 



against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Wednesday 5 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 



using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Tuesday 04 September 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 



Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 03 September 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 



 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 



info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 02 September 2012  

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the Southwest Monsoon season, between June and September, sea conditions in 

much of the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as 

skiffs. Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, 

Gulf of Aden (GOA) or the BAM.  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the SRS, the BAM and up to 50 nm off the 

west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out 

using long lines by mechanized or single-hull boats which typically have outboard motors 

and carry 4-6 crew members. Masters are requested to ensure that they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure that 

their ships’ security plans reinforce the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. This should avoid 

unnecessary delay and prevent inaccurate or incomplete information from reaching military 



commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 01 September 2012 

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 31 August 2012 

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 30 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place as there is a possible 

Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the area.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/


Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 29 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 



Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 



release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 28 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 



commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 27 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 



maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 26 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 



Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 25 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

 

Current Situation 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 

such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 



order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 24 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas 



such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available on the NATO Shipping 

Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 23 August 2012  

Recent Activity 



There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 



info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 22 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours.  

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 



commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 21 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this is not confirmed pirate activity, masters are reminded to 

remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 



in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Monday 20 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation 

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, masters are 

reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 



vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Sunday 19 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation 

On 13 August 2012, a dhow which had been reported as pirated on 11 August was disrupted 

at position 1131N 04952E by a NATO warship in co-operation with an EU warship. As a 

result, the dhow is no longer under pirate control and its crew members are reported safe. 

Six pirates have been apprehended and remain in Counter Piracy forces custody.  

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, masters are 

reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 



Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Saturday 18 August 2012  

Recent Activity 



There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. However, there was an alert 

issued by both EU and NATO (046) at 0920Z on 17 August 2012. Two fishing vessels in the 

Somali Basin, position 0116N and 05807E, each mistook the other for a pirate vessel. The 

alert was subsequently rescinded when the situation was confirmed to be non piracy 

related. 

Current Situation 

On 13 August 2012, a dhow which had been reported as pirated on 11 August was disrupted 

at position 1131N 04952E by a NATO warship in co-operation with an EU warship. As a 

result, the dhow is no longer under pirate control and its crew members are reported safe. 

Six pirates have been apprehended and remain in Counter Piracy forces custody.  

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, masters are 

reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 is that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 



unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Friday 17 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 13 August 2012, a dhow which had been reported as pirated on 11 August was disrupted 

at position 1131N 04952E by a NATO warship in co-operation with an EU warship. As a 

result, the dhow is no longer under pirate control and its crew members are reported safe. 

Six pirates have been apprehended and remain in Counter Piracy forces custody.  

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, masters are 

reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 



Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Thursday 16 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the last 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 13 August 2012, a dhow which had been reported as pirated on 11 August was disrupted 

at position 1131N 04952E by a NATO warship in co-operation with an EU warship. As a 

result, the dhow is no longer under pirate control and its crew members are reported safe. 

Six pirates have been apprehended and remain in Counter Piracy forces custody.  

Merchant vessels continue to report suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) and the 

South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, masters are 

reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group (PAG) map for all areas of concern. The PAG map is available 

on the NATO Shipping Centre website: http://www.shipping.nato.int/ 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 



the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Accordingly, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of 

Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels also operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 

up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in 

order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motors carrying 4-6 

crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing 

vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining best possible vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: Wednesday 15 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

As a result of the dhow disruption on 13 August 2012, reported below, the dhow is no longer 

under pirate control and its crew members are reported safe. Six pirates have been 

apprehended and remain in Counter Piracy forces custody. 



Current Situation 

On 13 August 2012, a dhow which had been reported as pirated on 11 August was disrupted 

at position 1131N 04952E by a NATO warship in co-operation with an EU warship. 

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal 

areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 



provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 14 August 2012 

Recent Activity 

On 13 August 2012 at 1513Z, the dhow reported below as pirated on 11 August was 

disrupted at position 1131N 04952E by a NATO warship in co-operation with an EU warship.  

 

Current Situation 

On 11 August 2012, a dhow at position 17 00N 054 00E reported that it had been pirated on 

09 Aug near the port of Bosasso. The pirates abandoned this dhow after using it to pirate 

another dhow. This second dhow is reported pirated as of 11 August 2012 and is a boum 

type dhow which is white in colour with a blue crane and a small yellow craft aboard.  

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal 

areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 13 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

On 11 August 2012, a dhow at position 17 00N 054 00E reported that it had been pirated on 

09 Aug near the port of Bosasso. The pirates abandoned this dhow after using it to pirate 

another dhow. This second dhow is reported pirated as of Aug 11 and is a boum type dhow 

which is white in colour with a blue crane and a small yellow craft aboard.  

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

Please see Pirate Attack Group PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 12 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation 



Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

On 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the 

vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 11 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation 

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

On 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the 

vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 10 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation 

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

On 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the 

vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, PAGs move to operate in less-exposed or coastal 

areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 



During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 09 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

On 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the 



vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


Date: 08 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation 

Recently merchant vessels have reported suspicious activity in the Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM) 

and the South Red Sea (SRS). Although this has not been confirmed as pirate activity, 

masters are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that Self Protection Measures are in 

place. 

On 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the 

vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 07 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation 

On 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) in the 

vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 06 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

At 0924Z on 05 Aug 12 a merchant vessel reported a possible skiff Pirate Attack Group (PAG) 

in the vicinity of 13 21N 042 48E.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern. 

 

Current Situation  

On 31 July 2012 a merchant vessel reported (NSC 022/12) approximately 3 suspicious skiffs 

with ladders aboard at position 12 21N 043 59E in Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Each skiff had 3-5 

people on board. The vessel is SAFE.  

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx


During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 05 August 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

On 31 July 2012 a merchant vessel reported (NSC 022/12) approximately 3 suspicious skiffs 

with ladders aboard at position 12 21N 043 59E in Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Each skiff had 3-5 

people on board. The vessel is SAFE.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 



section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 



Date: 04 August 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

On 31 July 2012 a merchant vessel reported (NSC 022/12) approximately 3 suspicious skiffs 

with ladders aboard at position 12 21N 043 59E in Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Each skiff had 3-5 

people on board. The vessel is SAFE.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 



+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 03 August 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

On 31 July 2012 a merchant vessel reported (NSC 022/12) approximately 3 suspicious skiffs 

with ladders aboard at position 12 21N 043 59E in Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Each skiff had 3-5 

people on board. The vessel is SAFE.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 



approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 02 August 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes in the past 24 hours 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms.  

Current Situation  

At 0700Z 31 July 2012 a merchant vessel reported (NSC 022/12) approximately 3 suspicious 

skiffs with ladders aboard at position 12 21N 043 59E in Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Each skiff 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


had 3-5 people on board. The vessel is SAFE.  

On 31 July 2012 seven Pakistani hostages from the MV Albedo, vessel pirated in November 

2010, were released. 16 hostages remain in captivity. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of 

the High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

A number of reports concerning suspicious activity have been received during the last week 

in the South Red Sea (SRS). A possible PAG activity symbol was added to the NSC PAG map. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy 

against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended 

in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being 

approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends 

maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be 

telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid 

unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 01 August 2012 

Recent Activity 

At 0700Z 31 July 2012 a merchant vessel reported (NSC 022/12) approximately 3 suspicious 

skiffs with ladders aboard at position 12 21N 043 59E in Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM). Each skiff had 

3-5 people on board. The vessel is SAFE.  



On 31 July 2012 seven Pakistani hostages from the MV Albedo, vessel pirated in November 

2010, were released. 16 hostages remain in captivity. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) move to operate in less-

exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-al-Mandeb (BAM).  

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

A number of reports concerning suspicious activity have been received during the last week in 

the South Red Sea (SRS). A possible PAG activity symbol was added to the NSC PAG map. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area. 

Date: 31 July 2012 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

A number of reports concerning suspicious activity have been received during the last week in 

the South Red Sea (SRS). Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) 

move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-

al-Mandeb (BAM). A possible PAG activity symbol was added to the NSC PAG map. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx
http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 30 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

A number of reports concerning suspicious activity have been received during the last week in 

the South Red Sea (SRS). Due to weather conditions in the area, Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) 

move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the SRS, Gulf of Aden (GOA) or Bab-

al-Mandeb (BAM). A possible PAG activity symbol was added to the NSC PAG map. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

 

Please remain vigilant. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

 

mailto:info@shipping.nato.int
mailto:postmaster@mschoa.org


Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 29 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb.  

Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

 



contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 28 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These 

may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb.  

Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

 



merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 27 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb.  



Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 26 July 2012  

Recent Activity 



There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) continue to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb.  

Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 



postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 25 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

NATO Shipping Centre has received updated information on the dhow release reported in the 

NSC Daily Piracy Update on 19 July 2012. The dhow was pirated by a small white craft on 

approximately 19 June at location 0724N 05230E in the Somali Basin. The Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) released the dhow approximately 13 July at position 1030N 05720E South East of 

Socotra Island. This incident is not linked with any alert posted on NSC website due to the 

timeline and delay in reporting. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 



50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 24 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

 

NATO Shipping Centre has received updated information on the dhow release reported in the 

NSC Daily Piracy Update on 19 July 2012. The dhow was pirated by a small white craft on 

approximately 19 June at location 0724N 05230E in the Somali Basin. The Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) released the dhow approximately 13 July at position 1030N 05720E South East of 

Socotra Island. The dhow is SAFE. This incident is not linked with any alert posted on NSC 

website due to the timeline and delay in reporting. 

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 



Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining 

maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally 

carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using 

long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and 

potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 23 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

NATO Shipping Centre has received updated information on the dhow release reported in the 

NSC Daily Piracy Update on 19 July 2012. The dhow was pirated by a small white craft on 

approximately 19 June at location 0724N 05230E in the Somali Basin. The Pirate Attack Group 

 



(PAG) released the dhow approximately 13 July at position 1030N 05720E South East of 

Socotra Island. The dhow is SAFE. This incident is not linked with any alert posted on NSC 

website due to the timeline and delay in reporting. 

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 



info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 22 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

NATO Shipping Centre has received updated information on the dhow release reported in the 

NSC Daily Piracy Update on 19 July 2012. The dhow was pirated by a small white craft on 

approximately 19 June at location 0724N 05230E in the Somali Basin. The Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) released the dhow approximately 13 July at position 1030N 05720E South East of 

Socotra Island. The dhow is SAFE. This incident is not linked with any alert posted on NSC 

website due to the timeline and delay in reporting. 

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

 



One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 21 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

NATO Shipping Centre has received updated information on the dhow release reported in the 

NSC Daily Piracy Update on 19 July 2012. The dhow was pirated by a small white craft on 

approximately 19 June at location 0724N 05230E in the Somali Basin. The Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) released the dhow approximately 13 July at position 1030N 05720E South East of 

Socotra Island. The dhow is SAFE. This incident is not linked with any alert posted on NSC 

website due to the timeline and delay in reporting. 

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

 



High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 20 July 2012   



Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

 

NATO Shipping Centre has received updated information on the dhow release reported in 

yesterday’s NSC Daily Piracy Update. The dhow was pirated by a small white craft on 

approximately 19 June at location 0724N 05230E in the Somali Basin. The Pirate Attack Group 

(PAG) released the dhow approximately 13 July at position 1030N 05720E South East of 

Socotra Island. The dhow is SAFE. This incident is not linked with any alert posted on NSC 

website due to the timeline and delay in reporting. 

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 



out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 19 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

NATO Shipping Centre received information that a dhow was pirated approximately 20 days 

ago. The Pirate Attack Group (PAG) released the dhow approximately 3 days ago in vicinity of 

0900N 05500E South East of Socotra Island. The dhow is SAFE. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Current Situation  

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs.  

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

 



attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 18 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

On 17 July 2012, 26 crew members of the Taiwanese Fishing vessel Shiuh Fu No.1 were 

released and are proceeding to a safe port. The vessel was taken by pirates in December 2010 

off the North East tip of Madagascar. 

 

Current Situation  

 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG (Pirate Attack Group) map for all areas of concern: 

 



http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. The threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and Masters are advised to 

ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as recommended in BMP4. 

Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference between being approached, 

attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 17 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

 



High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of 

contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the HRA. CSOs should ensure their 

ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned 

at +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay 

and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 

50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to 

maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried 

out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. 

Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential 

pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 16 July 2012  



Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well 

as the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. 

Please be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum 

vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in 

the HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the 

BMP4 recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 

23215 in the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary 

delay and possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small 

arms. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to 

UKMTO via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much 

information as possible about the incident. This will ensure information is 

quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the 

rapid release of a pirated dhow. 

 

 

Date: 15 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 



HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

Date: 14 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 



Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  



Date: 13 July 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 



If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 12 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

Current Situation  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 



recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow. 

 

Date: 11 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter Piracy 

organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft approaches to 

Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear to be piracy 

related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as non-piracy related 

activity common to the pattern of life in the area. This can include fishing, 

small vessel trade, smuggling and other local traffic. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 



less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 



Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 10 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

 

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter Piracy 

organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft approaches to 

Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear to be piracy 

related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as non-piracy related 

activity common to the pattern of life in the area. This can include fishing, 

small vessel trade, smuggling and other local traffic. 

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 



make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the 

primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the 

HRA. CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned at +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity; this should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military 

commanders. 

A large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-

Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may 

approach a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to 

safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is generally carried out by 

mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor carrying 4-6 crew 

using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

 

Date: 09 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter Piracy 

organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft approaches to 

Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear to be piracy 



related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as non-piracy related 

activity common to the pattern of life in the area. This can include fishing, 

small vessel trade, smuggling and other local traffic. 

Please note that, if we assess an approach or incident to be piracy, then we 

will issue relevant warnings and alerts, keeping the merchant shipping 

community fully informed at all times.  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their 

Company Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of 

the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary 

point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO will then make every effort to 

contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information received, whilst 

ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with 

the minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in 



the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of 

India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard 

motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen 

may carry small arms. 

 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 08 JULY 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter Piracy 

organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft approaches to 

Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear to be piracy 

related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as non-piracy related 

activity common to the pattern of life in the area. This can include fishing, 

small vessel trade, smuggling and other local traffic. 

Please note that, if we assess an approach or incident to be piracy, then we 

will issue relevant warnings and alerts, keeping the merchant shipping 

community fully informed at all times.  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb.Please remain vigilant at all times.  



Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 

advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their 

Company Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of 

the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary 

point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO will then make every effort to 

contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information received, whilst 

ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with 

the minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in 

the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of 

India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard 

motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen 

may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 



Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Date: 07 JULY 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter Piracy 

organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft approaches to 

Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear to be piracy 

related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as non-piracy related 

activity common to the pattern of life in the area. This can include fishing, 

small vessel trade, smuggling and other local traffic. 

Please note that, if we assess an approach or incident to be piracy, then we 

will issue relevant warnings and alerts, keeping the merchant shipping 

community fully informed at all times.  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea 

conditions in much of the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely 

unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. These may move to operate in 

less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb.Please remain vigilant at all times.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as 

the mothership section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best 

Management Practices 4 (BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire 

region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the threat of piracy against 

merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and are 



advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented 

as recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can 

make the difference between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please 

be reminded that BMP4 highly recommends maintaining maximum vessel 

speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their 

Company Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of 

the fundamental requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary 

point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 

recommendation that UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in 

the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO will then make every effort to 

contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information received, whilst 

ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with 

the minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in 

the Southern Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of 

India. Fishing vessels may approach a merchant ship in order to maximise 

fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing off India is 

generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard 

motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure 

they distinguish between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen 

may carry small arms. 

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO 

via telephone at +971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as 

possible about the incident. This will ensure information is quickly passed to 

shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity 

safely, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO 

Shipping Centre (NSC) at info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security 

Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This 

information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help combat piracy. 

Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  



Date: 06 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter Piracy 

organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft approaches to 

Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear to be piracy 

related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as non-piracy related 

activity common to the pattern of life in the area. This can include fishing, 

small vessel trade, smuggling and other local traffic. 

Please note that, if we assess an approach or incident to be piracy, then we will issue relevant 

warnings and alerts, keeping the merchant shipping community fully informed at all times.  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Current Situation  

On 29 June 2012 a dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E 

in vicinity of the Yemeni coast. This is the same dhow which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 

Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E. Pictures supplied from the merchant vessel during this recent 

attack led to the rapid release of this pirated dhow.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised 

to use the full length of the IRTC (Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor) and avoid 

coastal transits.  



Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. 

UKMTO will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any 

information received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military 

commanders with the minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard 

motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the 

incident. This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for 

their awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 



(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 05 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

There have been a number of incidents recently reported to Counter 

Piracy organisations in the High Risk Area involving small craft 

approaches to Merchant Vessels. Although these incidents may appear 

to be piracy related, the majority are not, and have been assessed as 

non-piracy related activity common to the pattern of life in the area. 

This can include fishing, small vessel trade, smuggling and other local 

traffic. 

Please note that, if we assess an approach or incident to be piracy, then we will issue relevant 

warnings and alerts, keeping the merchant shipping community fully informed at all times.  

During the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in much of the 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be largely unfavourable to small boats such as skiffs. 

These may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as the Gulf of Aden or Bab-

al-Mandeb. 

Please remain vigilant at all times.  

If an incident occurs, Masters are advised to report immediately to UKMTO via telephone at 

+971 50 55 23215, providing as much information as possible about the incident. This will 

ensure information is quickly passed to shipping in the area.  

If Masters are able to take pictures and/or video of the suspicious activity safely, please 

provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) at 

info@shipping.nato.int or the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) at 

postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces to help 

combat piracy. Pictures supplied from a recent attack on a merchant vessel led to the rapid 

release of a pirated dhow.  

Current Situation  

On 29 June 2012 a dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E 

in vicinity of the Yemeni coast. This is the same dhow which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 

Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E. Pictures supplied from the merchant vessel during this recent 

attack led to the rapid release of this pirated dhow.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 



High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised 

to use the full length of the IRTC (Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor) and avoid 

coastal transits.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. 

UKMTO will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any 

information received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military 

commanders with the minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. 

Fishing off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard 

motor carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish 

between fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 



As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the 

incident. This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for 

their awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 04 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

On 29 June 2012 a dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E 

in vicinity of the Yemeni coast. This is the same dhow which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 

Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E. Pictures supplied from the merchant vessel during this recent 

attack led to the rapid release of this pirated dhow.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised 

to use the full length of the IRTC (Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor) and avoid 

coastal transits.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

 



between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 03 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

 

Current Situation  

On 29 June 2012 a dhow Pirate Attack Group (PAG) was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E 

in vicinity of the Yemeni coast. This is the same dhow which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 

Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E. Pictures supplied from the merchant vessel during this recent 

attack led to the rapid release of this pirated dhow.  

On 27 June 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked at position 14 23N 054 38E approximately 

100nm North of Socotra Island by pirates aboard a brown coloured dhow with a white 

 



superstructure. This is the same dhow which was disrupted by naval forces on 29 June 2012. 

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised 

to use the full length of the IRTC (Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor) and avoid 

coastal transits.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4. Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 



fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 02 July 2012  

Recent Activity 

 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

 

On 29 June 2012 a dhow PAG was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E. This is the same dhow 

which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E.  

On 27 June 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked at position 14 23N 054 38E by pirates aboard 

a brown coloured dhow with a white superstructure.  

A dhow originally pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E on 20 June 2012 was released from pirate 

control on 26 June 2012. 

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


Mandeb. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 01 July 2012  

Recent Activity 
 



There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

On 29 June 2012 a dhow PAG was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E. This is the same dhow 

which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E.  

On 27 June 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked at position 14 23N 054 38E by pirates aboard 

a brown coloured dhow with a white superstructure.  

A dhow originally pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E on 20 June 2012 was released from pirate 

control on 26 June 2012. 

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 



in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 30 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

 

 



Current Situation  

On 29 June 2012 a dhow PAG was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E. This is the same dhow 

which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E.  

On 27 June 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked at position 14 23N 054 38E by pirates aboard 

a brown coloured dhow with a white superstructure.  

A dhow originally pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E on 20 June 2012 was released from pirate 

control on 26 June 2012. 

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 



carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 29 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

At 0239Z 29 June 2012 a dhow PAG was disrupted at position 14 02N 051 25E. This is the same 

dhow which attacked a merchant vessel on 27 Jun at position 14 23N 054 38E.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using both dhows and whalers as motherships. PAGs in the Bab-Al-Mandeb are likely 

operating in skiffs. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing behaviour in 

darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

On 27 June 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked at position 14 23N 054 38E by pirates aboard 

a brown coloured dhow with a white superstructure.  

A dhow originally pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E on 20 June 2012 was released from pirate 

control on 26 June 2012. 

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

 



Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 28 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

On 27 June 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked at position 14 23N 054 38E by pirates aboard 

 



a brown coloured dhow with a white superstructure. The vessel is SAFE.  

Masters are advised that a dhow PAG consisting of a brown coloured Shu’ai style dhow with a 

white superstructure is currently operating in the vicinity of Socotra Island. Pirate Attack 

Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may be using both 

dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue harassing 

behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

A dhow originally pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E on 20 June 2012 was released from pirate 

control on 26 June 2012. 

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 



received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 27 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

The dhow pirated on 20 Jun 2012 at position 20 29N 059 03E has been released from pirate 

captivity.  

A suspected dhow PAG is currently operating in the vicinity of Socotra Island. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

 

Current Situation  

On 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 pirates 

aboard 1 skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the capture pirates 

may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. Vessels are advised to exercise extreme 

caution if in the vicinity.  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

 



full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 



Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 26 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

On 25 June a dhow originally pirated on 21 April 2012 has been released from pirate control. A 

suspected dhow PAG is currently operating in the vicinity of Socotra Island. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

On 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 pirates 

aboard 1 skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the capture pirates 

may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. Vessels are advised to exercise extreme 

caution if in the vicinity.  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

 



between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 25 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

 



Current Situation  

 

On 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 pirates 

aboard 1 skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the capture pirates 

may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. Vessels are advised to exercise extreme 

caution if in the vicinity.  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 



minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 24 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity  

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Current Situation  

On 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 pirates 

aboard 1 skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the capture pirates 

may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. Vessels are advised to exercise extreme 

caution if in the vicinity.  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

On 18 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 3 skiffs at position 14 28 N 050 45 E. Each 

skiff had 5-6 persons on board. Small arms and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were used 

against the merchant vessel.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx
http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness. 

Guidance  

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

mailto:ukmto@eim.ae
mailto:info@shipping.nato.int


(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 23 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Current Situation 

On 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 pirates 

aboard 1 skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the capture pirates 

may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. Vessels are advised to exercise extreme 

caution if in the vicinity.  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

On 18 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 3 skiffs at position 14 28 N 050 45 E. Each 

skiff had 5-6 persons on board. Small arms and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were used 

against the merchant vessel.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 
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between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA)at postmaster@mschoa.org This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 22 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Current Situation  

On 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 pirates 

aboard 1 skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the capture pirates 
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may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. Vessels are advised to exercise extreme 

caution if in the vicinity.  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

On 18 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 3 skiffs at position 14 28 N 050 45 E. Each 

skiff had 5-6 persons on board. Small arms and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were used 

against the merchant vessel.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness. 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 



Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 21 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

At 1200Z 20 Jun 2012 a dhow was pirated at position 20 29N 059 03E. It was attacked by 8 

pirates aboard 1 small skiff working with a mothership. Reports also indicate that after the 

capture pirates may have left this dhow to hunt for other vessels. This is the second act of 

piracy in this area within 24 hours. Vessels are advised to keep well clear of this position and 

exercise extreme caution if in vicinity.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

Early morning 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard 

at position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 

1nm. Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff.  

On 18 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 3 skiffs at position 14 28 N 050 45 E. Each 

skiff had 5-6 persons on board. Small arms and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were used 

against the merchant vessel.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-
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Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 



Date: 20 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

At 0528Z 20 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 1 skiff with 5-6 persons aboard at 

position 20 50N 059 30E. The skiff fired upon the vessel with small arms at a distance of 1nm. 

Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were also seen aboard the skiff. The vessel has Best 

Management Practices implemented, used evasive manoeuvres and is now SAFE. 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Current Situation  

On 18 Jun 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 3 skiffs at position 14 28 N 050 45 E. Each 

skiff had 5-6 persons on board. Small arms and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) were used 

against the merchant vessel.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the larger 

High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to be generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs 

which may move to operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-

Mandeb. 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

 



in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 19 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

At 0928 UTC on 18 JUN 2012 a merchant vessel was attacked by 3 skiffs at position 14 28 N 

050 45 E. Each skiff had 5-6 persons on board. Small arms and Rocket Propelled Grenades 

(RPGs) were used against the merchant vessel. The vessel used evasive manoeuvres and is 

now SAFE.  

For safer passage, merchant vessels transiting through the Gulf of Aden are advised to use the 

full length of the IRTC and avoid coastal transits.  

 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs which 

may also operate in less-exposed or coastal areas such as Gulf of Aden or Bab-al-Mandeb. 

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

 



Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 



Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 18 June 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security Officer 

(CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of BMP4 

states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy incidents 

in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible inaccurate or 

incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

 



received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 17 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

 



(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

 

Date: 16 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

 



Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 15 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 14 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 13 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

 



http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 12 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 
 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

On 05 June 12 the MV LIQUID VELVET was released from pirate control and is now back under 

the owner’s control. All crew and the vessel are now safe and en route to a safe port. MV 

LIQUID VELVET was pirated on 31 October 2011 in the Gulf of Aden. 

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 11 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

On 05 June 12 the MV LIQUID VELVET was released from pirate control and is now back under 

the owner’s control. All crew and the vessel are now safe and en route to a safe port. MV 

LIQUID VELVET was pirated on 31 October 2011 in the Gulf of Aden. 

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 10 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

On 05 June 12 the MV LIQUID VELVET was released from pirate control and is now back under 

the owner’s control. All crew and the vessel are now safe and en route to a safe port. MV 

LIQUID VELVET was pirated on 31 October 2011 in the Gulf of Aden. 

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

 



be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that 

the threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, 

and are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company 

Security Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental 

requirements of BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels 

during piracy incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and 

possible inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach 

a merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


Date: 09 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

On 05 June 12 the MV LIQUID VELVET was released from pirate control and is now back under 

the owner’s control. All crew and the vessel are now safe and en route to a safe port. MV 

LIQUID VELVET was pirated on 31 October 2011 in the Gulf of Aden. 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 08 JUNE 2012 

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

Current Situation  

Due to the South-West monsoon between June and September, sea conditions in the High Risk 

Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx


pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 07 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 



http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 06 JUNE 2012  



Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 



 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 05 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 



threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 04 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  



 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 



As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 03 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 



BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 02 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships. Masters are advised that PAGs may continue 

harassing behaviour in darkness.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 



http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 

will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 



to combat piracy activity. 

Date: 01 JUNE 2012  

Recent Activity 

There have been no significant changes over the past 24 hours. 

 

Current Situation  

Due to the arrival of the South-West monsoon between May and September, sea conditions in 

the High Risk Area (HRA) are expected to become generally unfavourable for small boats such 

as skiffs.  

 

Pirate Attack Groups (PAGs) operating to the East of Socotra and off the coast of Somalia may 

be using dhows and whalers as motherships.  

 

Please see PAG map for all areas of concern: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/PAGmap.aspx as well as the mothership 

section of the NSC website for updated pictures: 

http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx 

 

Guidance 

 

Masters are reminded of the need for continued adherence to Best Management Practices 4 

(BMP4) when navigating throughout the entire region of the HRA. Masters are advised that the 

threat of piracy against merchant shipping is always present throughout the entire HRA, and 

are advised to ensure all necessary Self Protection Measures are implemented as 

recommended in BMP4.Prudent and timely application of BMP4 can make the difference 

between being approached, attacked or pirated. Please be reminded that BMP4 highly 

recommends maintaining maximum vessel speed when transiting the HRA to prevent being 

pirated. 

 

It has been observed recently that some Masters are choosing to phone their Company Security 

Officer (CSO) first in the event of a piracy incident. One of the fundamental requirements of 

BMP4 states that UKMTO is the primary point of contact for merchant vessels during piracy 

incidents in the High Risk Area (HRA) which should avoid unnecessary delay and possible 

inaccurate or incomplete information reaching military commanders. 

 

CSOs should ensure their ships’ security plan reinforces the BMP4 recommendation that 

UKMTO should be telephoned on +971 50 55 23215 in the event of any piracy activity. UKMTO 



will then make every effort to contact the CSO as a matter of priority with any information 

received, whilst ensuring the relevant information reaches the military commanders with the 

minimum of delay. 

 

Masters are also reminded that a large number of fishing vessels operate in the Southern Red 

Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and up to 50 nm off the west coast of India. Fishing vessels may approach a 

merchant ship in order to maximise fishing opportunities or to safeguard fishing nets. Fishing 

off India is generally carried out by mechanized or single hull boats with outboard motor 

carrying 4-6 crew using long lines. Masters are requested to ensure they distinguish between 

fishing vessels and potential pirates; fishermen may carry small arms. 

 

As noted above, if an incident occurs, Masters are to report immediately to UKMTO via 

telephone and provide as much information as possible and as accurate regarding the incident. 

This will ensure the information is quickly provided to other ships in the area for their 

awareness and vigilance. If Masters are safely able to take pictures and/or video of the 

suspicious activity, please provide these via email to UKMTO at ukmto@eim.ae, NSC (NATO 

Shipping Centre) at info@shipping.nato.int and Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa 

(MSCHOA) at postmaster@mschoa.org. This information will be used by Counter Piracy forces 

to combat piracy activity. 

   

 

 


